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PRESI DENT0S CORNER

Y ou know what they say...

& ‘l The expression goes "April showers brings may flowers" but whoever
,G coined that phrase probably wasn't in the PNW. We've had way over
Al our allotment of rains January to March. While | can gripe about the

: rain, the fact is that the rain enables high water levels in the under-

ground aquifers and more moisture in the spring and hopefully sum-

mer. See, there's a plus side! Classically, it was raining during the Mike and Key

HamFest a few weeks ago, but all the fun was inside, safe and dry. | attended again

this year and enjoyed talking in person with people | knew and people I didn't, as well

as on 2m to and from the event. Don't laugh, but we are getting closer and closer to
spring and summer, which means its time to think about personal schedules and
event support. There are a lot of events to get involved in, especially if you're inexpe-
rienced with your license and radio. Event support is always exciting, rewarding and
great fun. Look on our home page for Events and the Event Sign-up link for more de-
tails.

73- Chris
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Tuesday Night Nets

Net Control Be a Tuesday Recent Net
Stations Net Controller! Check-Ins

We can always use more
April Net Controllers! Being a Net
Controller is easy and
fun!  All of the Net Control-
4 [TEeD lers will be there to assist
11 [TBD you in getting started. The
Net Control script is on the
website and is simple to fol- ~
25 |TBD low, just need a 25 watt ra- L
dio for the simplex side. Net QQ
control is great training for o)
Yy
Q
o)
N

18 (TBD

Got Items for Sale? ARES members, or anyone

MM Advertise interested in refining those

them in the on-air skills.

Hamlink!
) i Contact Sean -- NK7N for

Email the details to the

A

maore infg at Q

Newsl|l etter Edi&”%? kg@g?na'weéll %)
Q&

put it in the next Hamlink! 7’N.s il.com

/

Support Your MVARC Newsletter!!!

We need articles for the Hamlink!
Have some technical information
you would like to share? Are there
any cool ham radio projects that you are
wor king on? Write an
put it in the newsletter! Contact your newslet-
ter editor at jecl@me.com

N
g
<
~
<
@)

) Ut

THE MAPLE VALLEY HAMLINK , a publicationof the Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club (MVARCpublished
monthly except for combined issues in July/August and November/Dec&ulranents and ham related submiss
are welcome, but inclusion is at the discretion of the MVARC newsletter staff.

This newsletter and previous editions from the past year can be viewed and downloaded from bttp:Web
www.kc7key.org ARRL and ARES logos are registered ARRL service marks and are used with permission.

Membership information: Having an interest in amateur radio is the only requirement. DugeaaréFHd4 first

ons

Site

Contact Gary, 268498368 . Dues fornew members apgo-rated based on the month of becoming a member.
MVARC web page for membership information and the online member application.

additional family member, with remaining family members free). Beginning Apfile2@th year, dues are pay%te)le.

e the

http://www.kc7key.org


mailto:jec1@me.com

Mapl e Val | eThe Néwsrof tHe Maple Xalley Amateur Radio Club KC7K E Y Makch 2017 3

February MVARC Meeting Minutes By Kathleen KF7UHV

Monthly Membership Meeting Minutes ARES 1 Scott NS7C 1 We need more ARES
members, since in an actual disaster probably
February 25, 2017 only 10% of the members would be able to re-

Welcome i Chris KAOZRW Introductions i port to the EOC. You need ICS 100,200 &700

Everyone online classes completed as a prerequisite, and
) ] must be able to pass a background check as a
Local, Regional & National Events Maple Valley emergency worker. It was men-
Mike & Key Hamfest in 2 weeks, The Microsoft U | ko ned that the Ilink fronm
work.

Communications Conference will be March 18.

Tuesday Neti Sean NK7N - We need more
net controllers. The script is available on

2m aluminum J-pole building party i on Mar.5  kc7key.org, the club website. Email Sean if you
at Rondés house. A mot i oareinkastsedpassed to have
the club cover antenna building costs for the
first 10 people to reserve a spot. More info in
the newsletter. We also discussed other possi-
ble activities that the club could help sponsor.

Winter Field Day i no one present participated

Technical/Repeater i Mike N7UIC, Scott
NS7C, Sean NK7N. Chris has been out of
town, and will schedule a meeting of the re-

peater team soon.
Treasurer and Membership reporti Scott

KG7SAG Event Support i Eyent sigr)up will be available
_ _ from the club website. The first event that our

Pay dues from April to June Field Day. Scott club supports is the Lake Wilderness Triathlon

has set up a way for you to pay your dues by on June 3, but many more events are listed on

PayPal or by using online bill pay at your bank.  the Mike & Key website.
More information forthcoming. The club voted

to change fiduciary responsibility from Gary New Business

Wigle to Scott Gilyeat. We have $2,824.26 in Move the Elmer Group from Yahoo to Google i
our bank accounts. Scott NS7C will be doing that

Committee Reports CommAcademy is the same weekend as our
Newsletter i John KG7AUP i always needs April club meeting (April 22)

more articles, ham radio_events that you at-_ ARRL Radio Weekly on the Repeater i Scott
tended, what work you did on your station, in- - NS7C will be looking at ways to make that avail-
formation on equipment that you installed, how  gple, will probably have to break the broadcast
you became interested in Ham Radio, and into chunks so it wonot t
more. repeater.

Education i Scott NS7C 1 there is a technician Elmer Q & A Will wanted to know if we could
class going on in Auburn (24 people) the first have an APRS site on our repeater. Scott said
class that Scott had to cut off registration be- that they would interfere. The group discussed
cause it was full. He will schedule another tech-  5iher available sites, like Baldi. Doug wanted
nician class in the fall, or possibly in the sum- suggestions for a new HT. The ICOM 51A was

ering names for a general class to be held e
when there are enough people interested. The ~ Show & Tell i Richard showed one of the an-
ACES class, a skills-based emergency commu- t ennas from Gary Wigleods
nication class was recommended. Scott NS7C items are still available at excellent prices.
is now an instructor, and will post classes on . v . . .
’ Adjourn i Our next meeting will be April
the news!etter. Check out Oregon ACES.com 29 at Station #81.
for more info on content.

http://www.kc7key.org
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Time to Renew Your Membership!

Membership renewals begin in April for 2017. We currently
NOtiCG' have 64 members. Renewal is easy with no need to fill out an
. application again. You have many options for payment. Pay-
Pal, Online BillPay, check in the mail or cash to the Treasurer
(Scott, KC7SAG) at a club meeting. Dues continue to be $14.00 for one, or $21
for a family. Please renew by the end of June. Members who have not renewed by
that date will be dropped from membership and a new membership roster will be
distributed to members the first week of July. Hope to see your continued participa-
tion.

Club address is My home address is:
Scott Gilyeat, KC7SAG PO Box 1188 26245 235th Ave SE
Maple Valley, WA 98038 Maple Valley, WA 98038

Pay using Online Billpay: Pay using PayPal:

l1.Login to your bankoos lobLodinitoyeur RagPal @aacaurt .

2. Go to the bill pay section. 2. Select Pay or send money icon.

3. Create a profile for the Maple Valley 3. Select Send money to friends and family.
Amateur Radio Club using the club 4. Enter 2062769547 then select Next.
address above. 5. Enter $14.00 for single membership or

4. Enter the dues amount. $21.00 for family membership. In the Note

5. Select a date for the payment to be section add MVARC Dues and Callsign(s)
delivered. or Name(s). Then select continue.

6. Select AutoPay to have the dues 6. Select Send Money Now.
payment made annually. 7. Congratulations. You have paid your An-

nual MVARC Dues.

MVARC Event Calendar 2017

Maple Valley ARES Team and Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club need your help to sup-
port local activities with communications. Use the Sign Up Genius link to indicate your
willingness to help as an amateur radio operator. Thank you for your support!

-Sean NK7N

Date Event Info
TBD Bra Dash www.wingsofkaren.org
June 3 Lake Wilderness Triathlon www.lakewildernesstriathlon.com
June 10 Maple Valley Days Parade www.maplevalleydays.com
June 11 Maple Valley Days Bear Run www.maplevalleybearrun.com
June 24-25 ARRL Field Day www.arrl.org/field-day
August 12 Lake Meridian Triathlon lakemeridiantri.com
September 9 Black Diamond Triathlon blackdiamondtri.com
TBD Summer's End Fun Run www.facebook.com/summersendfunrun

http://www.kc7key.org
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Antenna Building Day By Will K7WIL

Looking for an easily-built, inexpensive, broadband dual-band antenna? Seven club members and
two less-local hams built the NT1K dual-band open-stub J-pole (link below) and it was all of these
things. Read on for details. _

Early on a Sunday morning CC
f eeo, at | east for some o nd
ered at Ron Seek KI 7DTM6s ner

ously allowed us to use for our project. We want to
thank him for the expertise and use of his workshop,
and also to the club for sponsoring the event.

Scott Currie NS7C recommended the NT1K dual-band
open-stub J-pole for our build. This is a simple design,
and this one in particular consists of - as you can see =
in the pictures-a pi ece of al uminu ; B g — T
rod, an SO-239 stud connector, and a couple of jam Everybody just getting started. Not pictured:
nuts to keep the antenna from detuning itself mechani- Ronand I

cally. Ron set up stations

around his garage for each step in the process: cutting the rods to
length with a chop saw, cutting threads onto them using a die and a
metalworking lathe, cutting the aluminum angle with a band saw, and
drilling and tapping the angle on the drill presses, all around an as-
sembly station in the middle.

Could you do all of these things with hand tools instead of industrial-
grade standalone machines? Sure. Would it be as fast, easy, or pre-
M cise? No. On the bright side, the aluminum we used for this project is

1 soft enough that if you tap a hole a little bitoff-k i | t er , it 6s c¢
feasibletojustbend t he offending rod strai
antenna.

_ Some people hadndét worked with met a
i‘(‘l’)r;’;;W”TE and M'k‘; portunity to learn some of the basic skills and get some instruction on
th Qworking togetheron 0 1615 starting with a quick safety walkthrough. The noobs-and | 6 m
e lathe to cut threads on . . .
their aluminum rods. definitely mcluqllng myself here - learned
a number of things in the process of
building these antennas, such as:

T Making | ots of holes in a si ma t
measured out each oneds center I na
dondét end up building iIt, say,

1 Automatic center punches are magic. Get one.

1 When cutting metal, you cannot over lubricate. Just keep add-

ing oil until as long as it do re
1 Check your angles before coming down with the drill press. "

Vi ces, |l i ke many other things, TémKXPTENHonthddkie havi

in them. press, which | would consider
a requirement to this build.

http://www.kc7key.org
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Antenna Building Day (cont)

1 When tapping the holes in the angle bracket, try using a drill
press (unpowered!) if one is available. This will let you be certain
that youdre tapping orthogonal{
off. This matters when you have a four-foot rod to show your er-
rors.

Once the antennas were more or less built, we stopped for brat- _ 5
wursts and sweets around noon, then tuned them up using Ron Arnal E=5
W7RRAGs VNA and the club analyzeg

|l yzers) was 1.15: 1 while the be¢
you can tune these on UHF just fine, but we had trouble getting any &
below 1.4:1, at least while in the bracing weather of the day.

The aluminum angle makes for a quick and easy mount to most sur-
faces, and Jordan Boland W7JTB was able to get his installed in just
a few minutes on the roof.

So, overall? It went great! We had good attendance (9 of 10 slots oc-
cupied), the design works, and everyone left with approximately the
same number of fingers and toes as they brought. Ron has said that
heéds open to hosting another bui
interested, bring it up in the
rolling!

As noted, our extremely pro-

) fessional - and patriotic - test
Plans can be found at: http://ntlk.com/blog/2011/open-stub-j-pole- stand.

-William Lockwood K7WIL

project-completed-many-times/

2017
’ Communications

Serving Our co. .. ACEOEMY
April 22 & 23, L —

Early-bird Rate: $25/day, 550/ the weekend
(Registration opens February 26th; Early-bird cut-off is March 26th at 11:59 pm)
Mormal Rate: 535/day, 565/ the weekend (cut off for Normal rate: April 17)

Walk-in Rate: $45/day, 575/ the weekend
M vy
South Seattle College, 6000 16th Awve 5.W., Seattle
www.commam@demy.org

http://www.kc7key.org
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Ham Estate Sale

My Ham Radio Elmer, Bob Frost W7TOM passed away last year. Up for sale is some of his ham
gear. Contact Susi Frost at bobsusi@comcast.net if you are interested in buying any of these
items, which are located in North Seattle. John KG7AUP

3) Yaesu FTDX9000 transceiver - Condition: 8/10. Price range:
This appears to be an early production unit; current version of this
model sells at retail for $8699 (Universal Radio). No completed
auctions found on eBay. Estimate: $3000, based on 2010 sales
price of $4699 cited at http://rigreference.com/en/
price_history/4381-Yaesu FTdx_9000_Contest . No other comps
found.

4) Yaesu FT-980 transceiver - Condition: 8/10,
older unit. Price range: $560 - $710 (eBay). Esti-
mate: $650

5) Yaesu YO-101 multiscope - Condition: 8/10, older unit. Price range:
$262.77, $720.00 (eBay). Estimate: $500

6) Yaesu FC-902 antenna tuner - Condition: 8/10, older unit. Price range:
$210.00 (eBay). Estimate: $210.00

7) Yaesu SP-8 external speaker - Condition: 8/10, older unit, some
dust. Price range: $76.52 - $171.80 (eBay). Estimate: $125.00

9) Tektronix 2465B oscilloscope - Condition: 8/10. Price range:
$250.00 - $850.00 (eBay). Estimate: $400

10) HP 8657B signal generator - Condition: 7/10, some
scratches and signs of wear. Price range: $425.00 - $699.00
(eBay). Estimate: $550

11) HP 5335A counter - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $89.00 -
$349.99 (eBay). Estimate: $250. If sold with the GPS disci-
plined oscillator that i1itds <c
$100.

LD Eaininio I S B o
T\ TmmmE [(a/ala/s
Amme hen |Hoeens

plc ool Walalal ? >

12) Elenco SG-9500 signal generator / counter - Condition:
8/10. Price range: $75.00 (eBay). Estimate: $75

13) BK 1823A counter - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $325.00 - $399.00
(eBay). Estimate: $350

14) Fluke 6080A/AN signal generator (2 each) - Condition: 8/10 cos-
metic, not operational. Price range: $429 in
working order (eBay). Estimate: $500 total
(both should be sold together)

http://www.kc7key.org
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Ham Estate Sale (cont)

16) Tektronix 495P spectrum analyzer - Condition: 8/10. Price range: NO g
recent comps except one undi scl ose
$750

17) Tektronix 494AP spectrum analyzer - Condition: 8/10. Price range:
$755 (eBay). Estimate: $1500 (The only comp on eBay is an outlier; these
units normally do quite a bit better)

18) Advantest R3762AH / R3961B network analyzer - Condition: 3/10 1 :
(somewhat dim CRT, bad directional bridge). Price range: No comps available. & ::s 5 cce
Estimate: $1000 if sold as not working with faulty bridge. Bridge assembly can- = 18 - - sed
not be economically repaired or replaced. J E=g | .

20) Hallicrafters SX-71 receiver - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $40.00 -
$125.00 (eBay). Estimate: $100.00

21) Hallicrafters SX-25 receiver - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $100.49 -
$255.00 (eBay)

Estimate: $225.00 ($255 sale was for unit with matching speaker like this one)

22) National NC-183D receiver - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $80.00 -
$837.97 (eBay). Estimate: $500.00

23) Hammarlund HQ-180A receiver - Condition: 7/10, clock inoperative.
Price range: $213.49 - $227.50 (eBay). Estimate: $225.00

24) HP 3478A multimeter (2 each) - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $50.00
- $299.95 (eBay). Estimate: $150.00 each if sold individually, $200 the pair

26) Hickok 539B tube tester - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $391.56 -
$1400.00 (eBay). Estimate: $900.00

27) Ameritron AL-811 linear amplifier - Condition: 8/10 , unknown if
working. Price range: $300.00 - $799.00 (eBay). Estimate: $550.00

28) Rigol DG1022A function generator - Condition: 8/10. Price range:
$290.00 - $395.19 (eBay). Estimate: $325.00

31) MFJ-941D antenna tuner - Condition: 8/10. Price range: $31.99 -
$99.99 (eBay). Estimate: $50.00

32) MFJ-974H an-
tenna tuner -
Condition: 8/10.
Price range:
$75.00 - $99.00
for similar 1 HB
model (eBay). Es-
timate: $85.00

http://www.kc7key.org
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Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club
P.O. Box 1188
Maple Valley, WA 98038

FIRST CLASS MAIL

COMMITTEE HEADS

ARES Team Leader: Scott NS7C Web Site Administrator: Sean NK7N
Event Support Coord: Doug N7BVT Technical Committee:

Membership Committee: Scott KC7SAG Scott NS7C Rod WE7X
Newsletter Editor: John KG7AUP Phil WA7ZWD

Net Manager: Sean NK7N

The Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club is a group of amateur radio enthusiasts in the greater Maple Valley area who
meet and engage in activities to further the advancement of this hobby for the good of ourselves and the community.
Everyone is welcome at the monthly meetings. The weekly Tuesday net starts at 8:00 pm on the Maple Valley Re-
peater (147.260 MHz + offset 103.5) and shifts to simplex on 146.54 MHz.

President: Chris Grant KAOZRW cgrant@labrat.com
Vice President: Mike Champion N7UIC mikec@n7uic.com
Secretary: Kathleen Clifton KF7UHW cliffkat_64@yahoo.com
Treasurer: Scott Gilyeat KC7SAG kc7sag@gmail.com

In the event of an emergency in the area, amateurs are encouraged to check in and or monitor at 10 minutes past even
hours on 146.54 MHz simplex to provide status or ask for assistance.

MVARC, P.O. Box 1188, Maple Valley, WA 98038-1188

KF7NPL Maple Valley Repeater 147.260 MHz +offset; 103.5 Hz tone 480 feet Maple Valley, Washington
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April 2017

Sun Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
TBD
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
TBD
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
TBD MVARC Club
Meting10 am
Fire Station #81
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
TBD
30

Upcoming Hamfests and Events

April 8. Richmond Amateur Radio Club Swap Meet. Vancouver, BC. http://rac.eton.ca/events/detail.php?
event 1D=1840v

April 8. Yakima Hamfest. Yakima, Washington. Selah Civic Center, Selah, WA. http://
yakimaamateurradioclub.com/yakima-hamfest/

April 21. Idaho State Convention. Boise, ID. http://voiceofidaho.org/

April 22. Valley Radio Club Swapmeet. Eugene, OR. http://www.valleyradioclub.org/reg/ Flyerin PDF.

April 22 & 23. Communications Academy. South Seattle Community College, Seattle, WA. http://
commacademy.org/

May 13. Stanwood Camano Amateur Radio Club Hamfest, Stanwood Middle School, Stanwood, WA. Flyer in
PDF. (207K) Contact: Fred Laun, w7pig@arrl.net http://www.scarcwa.org/

May 19-21. Washington State Search And Rescue Conference. Ferry County Fairgrounds, Republic, WA. http://
www.wasarcon.org/

May 19-21. River Radio Campout 2017. Pateros WA. Free "dry" camping along the Methow River at Pa-
teros. Always the weekend prior to Memorial Day Weekend. Contact Roger W7CH w7ch@arrl.net (509)687-
3919. http://lakechelanradioclub.webs.com/

Thank You MVARC Members for Article Submissions!

At the last meeting, the Club decided to give out MVARC stickers as a reward for sub-
mitting articles to the newsletter. Well, it worked! | received more articles than | could
fit in the newsletter! So, if you submitted an article and it is not in this months news-

| etter, dondot despair! It wi || be publ
support, and keep the articles coming! John KG7AUP jecl@me.com

http://www.kc7key.org
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