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H appy Ham Holidays! 

 

Whether you like meat, or just want to talk a lot, I'm hoping you 
have a happy ham holiday! While the weather turns less than ideal, 
there are still opportunities to take advantage of our hobby. You 
can come to our January meeting when we will be planning for the 
spring and summer, taking a tour of Valleycom, and discussing the 

changes to our repeater configuration. You can find someone who's working on 
understanding their handheld radio, their mobile radio setup or trying out a new 
antenna or HF rig. You could even come to the club holiday party on December 
16th! (See the rest of the newsletter for details.) Lastly, and probably the easiest, 
is to get on the radio! Talk to people in the area, or, if you're lucky enough to have 
the ability to get on HF, talk to people around the world! There's lots of ways to 
HAM it up this holiday season! Hope to you talk AND see you soon! Have a great 
holiday with friends and family! 

73 and Happy Holidays! 

Chris, KA0ZRW "Zebras Running Wild" 

PRESIDENTôS CORNER 

In This Issue... 
¶ 2017 MVARC Holiday Party! 

¶ October Meeting Minutes 

¶ Connector Workshop at October 
Meeting 

¶ Items for Sale 

¶ 20 Years Ago in the MVARC 
Hamlink 

 Next 
Club 

Meeting  
Holiday Party on De-

cember 16th at Chris 

Grantôs House! 

See Page 4 for Details!  



Maple Valley Hamlink Å The News of the Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club  KC7KEY Å Nov/Dec 2017 2 

http://www.kc7key.org 

Tuesday Night Nets  

Net Control  

Stations  

THE MAPLE VALLEY HAMLINK , a publication of the Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club (MVARC) is published 
monthly except for combined issues in July/August and November/December.  Comments and ham related submissions 
are welcome, but inclusion is at the discretion of the MVARC newsletter staff. 

This newsletter and previous editions from the past year can be viewed and downloaded from our website http://
www.kc7key.org.  ARRL and ARES logos are registered ARRL service marks and are used with permission. 

Membership information:  Having an interest in amateur radio is the only requirement. Dues are $14/year ($7/for first 
additional family member, with remaining family members free). Beginning April 30th of each year, dues are payable.  
Contact Gary, 206-949-8368 .  Dues for new members are pro-rated based on the month of becoming a member.  See the 
MVARC web page for membership information and the online member application. 

Support Your  MVARC Newsletter!!!  

We need articles for the Hamlink!  

Have some technical information 

you would like to share?  Are there 

any cool ham radio projects that you are 

working on?  Write an article about it and weôll 

put it in the newsletter!  Contact your newslet-

ter editor at jec1@me.com 

Be a Tuesday  

Net Controller!  

We can always use more 

Net Controllers!  Being a Net 

Controller is easy and 

fun!   All of the Net Control-

lers will be there to assist 

you in getting started. The 

Net Control script is on the 

website and is simple to fol-

low, just need a 25 watt ra-

dio for the simplex side.  Net 

control is great training for 

ARES members, or anyone 

interested in refining those 

on-air skills.  

Contact Sean -- NK7N for 
more info at 
NK7N.sk@gmail.com 

December  

5 TBD  

12 TBD  

19 TBD  

26 TBD  

January  

2 TBD  

9 TBD  

16 TBD  

23 TBD  

30 TBD  

Recent Net  

Check -Ins  

KI7CAZ Christopher 

KK7CB Chuck 

K7DEH Dave 

NK7N Sean 

N7UIC Michael 

K7WIL William 

W7RRA Ron 

W7JTB Jordan 

KG7YRW Dan 

KA0ZRW Chris 

N7BVT Doug 

KD7AQD Dan 

K7KNI Al 

W7BP Ron 

W7IUS Jeff 

KR7VTM Ron 

KB7SMH Sean 

mailto:jec1@me.com
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Website/Social Media  - Our domain name was up 
for renewal at $15.99 per year. The club unani-
mously passed a resolution to approve that for 5 
more years.  There is a new link to club projects on 
kc7key.org. Click the Facebook logo on our site to 
link to our Facebook page, and there is also a Twit-
ter link. 

Technical/Repeater ς Mike  -    Mike is working on 
Echolink and IRLP for the Yaesu, which is almost 
ready to go as soon as Mike gets a cable. We will 
also have a courtesy tone. The station needs 
backup batteries. We discussed buying them from 
Costco, since we lost our contact for free surplus 
batteries from the Costco data center. The club 
also wants to leave Lauren on announcing the re-
peater call sign.  

New Business 

Membership Discussion ς We are looking for ideas 
to seek out more members. Also suggested ς 
working up a presentation for youth groups like 
Scouts and the Robotics club. We want to recruit  
some more younger members. Chris mentioned 
other clubs that could use Ham radio in their ac-
tivities, like Jeep clubs. Allen volunteered to help 
work on that. We need more presentations and 
activities to attract and keep more members. With 
that in mind, we will have a field trip to Valley 
Comm  for a tour on Jan 27th at noon after our 
meeting.  

Club embroidered patches are available for club 
members to purchase for $4 each 

The regular meeting adjourned at 11:00 to begin 
a hands-on, make & take Power and Antenna con-
nectors workshop where members learned how to 
crimp and solder connectors to cables for their 
stations. The very enjoyable, informative work-
shop continued until about 12:30. 

Adjourn 12:30 ς Our next regular meeting will be 
January 27. Watch your e-mail for info about the 
Christmas party. 

  Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club 

Monthly Membership Meeting Minutes 

October 28, 2017 

Welcome 10:05 ς Chris KA0ZRW    Introductions 
ς Everyone  

Local, Regional & National Events 

None discussed 

Treasurer and Membership report ς Scott 
KG7SAG 

We have 56 paid members.  We have $2834.46 in 
savings after paying $203.63 for field day food. 

Committee Reports 

Newsletter ς John KG7AUP ς always needs more 
articles!  Keep sending articles and pictures of 
Ham radio activities for future issues of Hamlink. 
Not too late for articles on summer or fall activi-
ties, technology information, or how you are set-
ting up or improving your station, how you be-
came a ham, etc. Every article written and pub-
lished gets a free club sticker!  

Education ς Scott NS7C - A technician class will be 
meeting, starting the first weekend of December, 
sponsored by the Issaquah club. Contact them for 
more information. 

ARES ς Scott  KC7SAG has been appointed as the 
new leader of the ARES group. We need more 
ARES members. You need ICS 100,200 &700 
online classes completed as a prerequisite, and 
must be able to pass a background check as a Ma-
ple Valley emergency worker.  

Tuesday Net ς Sean NK7N  We REALLY need more 
net controllers! The same few members have 
been doing it for years, and they are getting 
burned out. You need a 25-50 Watt station to 
send & receive the simplex for the second half of 
the net. The script is available on kc7key.org, the 
club website. Email Sean at NK7N@arrl.com  if 
you are interested. 

                        October MVARC Meeting Minutes  By Kathleen KF7UHV  

Members Like YOU Make This Newsletter Great!  Submit an Article!  

mailto:NK7N@arrl.com
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2017 MVARC Holiday Party!  

 

Mark your calendar as we will have our traditional holiday party on Saturday, December 16th, 
from 11 AM to 2 PM at Chris and Jennifer Grantôs home. Chrisô address is 34336 SE Kent Kangley 
Rd., Ravensdale, WA 98051.  

What to bring 

We will be having a potluck with food being served around noon. We'll provide coffee, tea, and soft 
drinks and paper goods. Based on that, things we'll need are an assortment of appetizers, salads, 
hot dishes and desserts.  

I'd like to suggest the divvying up of potluck responsibilities using something that's been done be-
fore, based on first letter of the suffix of your call. This breaks out into two groups nicely. A-N bring 
desserts/chips and O-Z bring sides. For example, my call ends in ZRW (KA0ZRW), so I'd bringing 
a side dish, like macaroni, beans, pasta, fruit. 

Gift Exchange 

We also plan to have a gift exchange where we exchange wrapped gifts of less than $20 in value. 
Items of interest to hams are encouraged, and remember, sometimes that doesn't mean being 
practical. This is optional. For those not wanting to participate they can watch and maybe have a 
good laugh. We will also have a ñshow and tellò so bring your latest gadget. 

Talk-in 

We will be listening on 146.540 MHz simplex if anyone forgets the map and needs directions. Or 
you can call the Grant's home phone at 360-469-4494, or feel free to call or text Chris on his 
cell 253-486-7087. 

Directions 

1. From Four Corners, take 516 (Kent Kangley Rd) eastbound 3.4 miles until it splits at a Y.  

2. Take the left road at the split (it is the main road but it can be confusing). 

3. Continue an additional 3.1 miles until nearly the end of 516, then turn at the blue house/
driveway (at the left arrow sign) before the road turns 90 degrees to the left. 

tel:360-469-4494
tel:253-486-7087


http://www.kc7key.org 

Maple Valley Hamlink Å The News of the Maple Valley Amateur Radio Club  KC7KEY Å Nov/Dec 2017 5 

Once of the big advantages to belonging to a club, is 
that you get the benefits of everyone sharing their 
knowledge with each other.  Kind of like your own little 
university. 

At the October 2017 club meeting of the Maple Valley 
Amateur Radio Club, Will Lockwood K7WIL, led a 
Connector workshop. The 11:00 a.m.-12:00 p.m. hour 
was used to talk about connectors and do a quick in-
troduction to some types that are commonly encoun-
tered in amateur radio. 

Participants actually assembled RG8 and RG8x ca-
bles with PL-259 connectors. Rod WE7X, Mike 

N7UIC, and Ron 
KI7DTM each led 
small groups through 
building a cable ter-
minated on both 
ends with PL-259 (a "UHF connector").  In addi-
tion, a demo of assembling Anderson Powerpoles 
was snuck in for good measure. 

Thanks to Mike N7UIC for supplying coax from his 
spool of RG-8 and for ordering the parts ahead of 
time. Tools were provided by Chris KA0ZRW, 
Mike N7UIC, Ron KI7DTM, Ron W7RRA, and Wil-
liam K7WIL. 

If you're interested in being involved in future workshops and projects, take a look at 
the MVARC projects board at http://s.kc7key.org/projects  to see what's in the 
works. If you have any ideas or would like to organize something, reach out to a 
board member or post on 
the Facebook group 
about it. The next 
planned build is an equip-
ment rack in the January 
or February 2018 time-
frame, if all goes accord-
ing to plan. 

Happy Holidays! 

Allen K7KNI 

                Connector Building Fest at October Club Meeting  By Allen K7KNI  

http://s.kc7key.org/projects
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Connector Building Fest at October Club Meeting cont  

20 Years Ago in THE MAPLE VALLEY HAMLINK  

¶ The Holiday party was scheduled to 

be held at the Cumberland fire sta-
tion, and humorous gifts were to be 
exchanged 

¶ Gary KC7HXC provided a list of 

Western Washington Medical Team 
packet stations 

¶ Rod KA7YOU wrote an article 

about 6M all mode transverters 

¶ The price for a vanity call sign had re-

cently went up from $30 to $50 

¶ Dave N7LSD provided information 
about a website which provided a 
propagation forecast for 10M and 15M 

Items for Sale  

For sale: Yaesu VX-6, $350, comes with two spare li-ion batteries, desktop charger, tele-
scoping whip, external speaker/microphone, over the ear style microphone and ear bud, RT 
Systems software and USB cable. Originally KR7JWL, Jerryôs, but left it with the club to sell 
on his behalf. Talk to KA0ZRW, Chris. 

For sale: 2 Alinco DJ-191 2m HTs and two desktop chargers (one normal drop-in charger 
and one drop-in quick charger), $40. Both batteries charged but they are Ni-Cads so they 
probably need to be rebuilt. Only one (BNC) antenna. One HT has a display issue, but turns 
on and responds to button pushes just fine. Come with original boxes and manuals for the 
HTs, quick charger. Talk to KA0ZRW, Chris. 


